'0--

_.__u hefed at the Postofﬁce at Mar,m
.;_j on, ‘W. Va., as second class matter

AI.VIN W. PRICE. EDITOR.

EALWC UG R

By 4
f JUNE 16, 1927
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., | sides drew back without
01 wlbh the great conflict that
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Hue lcderal iorces were |
dug in in Tygnrhs Valley, Randolph

county, below the mouth of the con-
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slderable creek called Elkwater, for
¥ the purpose or holding the confeder-
-.“ ates from marching into the north-
L, N »western pPart of West Virginia, and

'i,’_" ﬁ the confederates were entrenched on

,,'Mlddle Mountain to held the federa!
%rmy from marching through Mar-
| ton Huntersville, and Warm
-1-_- ‘L ?rings, and taking possession of the
- Virginia Central Railroad at Mill-
r,,"boro. That is the reason that both
Armies were content to face each
other for eighs weeks during the
summer months of 1861,
- Robert E. Lee to the end of the
ar shone more as a defensive strate-
86 .than he did in his offensive
‘vemenbs. In this he was the an
.'-*.L 2sis of Stonewall Jackson who
C ﬂown on them like a wolf in
the ;% d. Note Lee’s* failure in the
e Mj_ m\mpulgn.
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ALOUNILAELD and CVArnriCck ' s 2 ora,
Clellan had won these and it made
him commander in chief, so he went
to Washington t¢ take charge of the
far flung battlelines, and left Genera!
Reynolds to make a fortified camp at
Elkwater, while General Rosecrans
| marched on to Kanawha.

B . The road from Marlinton to Elk-
' water, now called the Seneca T'rail is
almost due north and south. From
Marlinton it is more or less up hill
B L for seven miles until it tops Eik
| e - Mountain, Then it descends a short
~ distance to the upper waters of Elk
River and follows the Old Field Fork
~down for about nine miles to the
- Torks, crossing Slaty Fork near its
mouth ‘there to the Big Spring of Elk
| ’ The pike follows this stream.
'l'he postoffice Linwood, four miles,
C ‘then continues north ascendiug

"am Mountsin two miles, thern

V10 |

.“w

purpose,
And ab
fender wa
a bushwh
July 19, 1
wrote to
recrulted
of one ht
that as a
he had a
of their
might re
eighty 1
tne cour
enemy f
So the
passes a
ing the
part of
camp a
L nies {ro
uniform

the con

thesd of a hollow about s
to th top of Valley Mountain,
e between Rsndolph County
- snd thence

m#hoﬂlkwa fort.
16 lh. At the be

" w-n% ,* beln b

"y "511'“1*&‘\&\ v

&

.h “a ‘J[. _b' . |
4. r |

L ‘,‘L

‘;

.‘.'

'y _’t !'-'.-' 1 Bt .

Valley
Sth of
RgO% as |
ter and
in the
they re
secessio
more

[eral ac

S o



LY A 2 e W R N Ber - S - ... .~ ——

AL RA M

It was an important pike a
ginning at the Civil War, being one
of the Commonwealth’s highways,
under the internal improvemeént
~ schemes that Virginia had engaged
lp 80 heayily for thirty-odd years
mediately prior to the war.

TR ' country is, and was at that
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i '*e d the news had just vime to spread
0 .ﬁ r the nation for a general rejoic-
awhen on July 21st, the confed-
,ﬂ :gona big battle at bull Run
id convinced the north that uhere
serious trouble ahead.
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and convinced the north thab there !

Ari(

was serious trouble ahead. ma
McClelland was ordered to leave| g,

b some one in command in the moun. AR
* tains and get the war going again, is
| He arranged to hold the confeder- for

+:.i- . ates back. The immense siza of the los
~ ditch and bank at Elkwater is stil] to th
'* ~ be noticed. So itis not surprising | of
‘ toﬁnd an order to the effect that!tl
* this was to to be ap extra big barrier, | ca:
s well as the one on Cheat mountain S
a hat is evidence enough that the| Tt
1% { derals did not propese to advance to)
ﬂ ny larther into the enemy’s country | es:
- that summer but would hold what|of
-*i'_.r_.- ?;'had won in the northern part of | by
" ' t, Virginia and concentrate on|in
g Wise and Floyd out of the | ths
nawha Valley.
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AVEYHOIAS THRGE Le Tort at Elkwa- | t1.ax
ter, and Kimball of the vonrteenth
Indians regiment, made the one at
Cheat Summit generally referred to
as White Top, where & man by the
name of White lived. The Cheat
summit camp was on the Staunton to b
& Parkersburg turnpike and this tool
road ran south east from Huttons-
ville, gradually leaving the pike from
thad place to Marlinton. Cheat Sum
mit is almost due east from Elkwater
where the camp was and a trail led

L. down the mountain making a short
§ cub seven miles long between the two
~ places. The wagon roads around by
- Huttonsville between the camps cov-
~ ered a distance of eighteen miles, ing
- These camps were formed on or
- about the 13th or 146h of J uly. The
AHirst troops of the confederates to Soks
arrive at Middle Mountain were the auibh
' ~avalry on July 28th, followed .gw
Ol, Stepben Lee, with the Sixth |
Larolina regiment. The plan|°®
I¥lng Valley Mountain and of 8
nntain was the result of a [ F f
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tirst troops of the confederates to|
arrive at Middle Mountain were the | V€

. Bath Cavalry on July 28th, followed |SP
by Col. Stepben Lee, with the Sixth | #¢
North Carolina regiment. The plan|P®

of fortifying Valley Mountain and |°%

- Middle Monntain was the result of a|©°!
report made by William Skeen, an ha

~ attorney of Huntersville, who fur- | °f

5 mllhed & map of the country, and]®
ﬁmu pointed out that the Vir.|3D
',;: inia Central Railway was exposed to |
Whlck at Millboro as much as it |SH
8 &6 Staunton’ and that the dis | ™

ey i 3 meika much less than to g;’l

1nt ii .

”1‘ ’mmtlme troops had been | 1!

3 53 tw Stlunton from all over in|

, had: been routed by th
au 1 on the Staunton

Re.. f*'l‘he informa- |
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tion furnished by Skeen was seized

upon immediately by Robert K. Lee

at Richmond, and he had a good deal

of trouble getting the officers at
Staunton to cease to send troops by
Monterey and to detrain them at
Millboro.  His preemptorv orders
finally resulted in long columns of
men being marched by the southern
route by Warm Springs, Huntersville,
Marlinton and Edray. William
Skeen was a prominent man in the
history of Pocahontas counuy. He

- had been clerk of the courts before
- the war, and then practised law. He
- was noted for his fine penmanship
- and his flights of oratory. The Com-
5'r~ ~ monwealth was referred to by him as
» “virgin daughter of a virgin
- quee ;_" and he was fighting for the

@ of states’ rights.
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terey, Bartow, Huntersville, and |
Marlinton, were called the North-
| western Army, and General Loring
'III placed in command of this army
:n order fron General Lee dated
'; r‘ y 20th. This was the offlcer who
J - outranked Robert E. Lee but
r > took his orders from Lee. But

'ﬂ not long until Lee himself
" tao the mountains and tcok over
com lnd He arrived at Valley
lin August 8th, and from that
Boptember l4bh, that was
14 of the Forces, that
el H.‘ with Lee from Rich
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- | Headquarters of the Forces, that

t title traveling with Lee from Rich
i | mond to the Big Spriog.

' Here is'a list of the headquarters
’ \ lin West Virginia during the wet
~ Randc ph summer of 1861. Lee was at Valley
| _’”’“" mn ‘Mountain from August 8 to August
r, for[15; at Meadow Bluff on September
u der- | 24; and at Sewell Mountain, on Ogto
horth- ber 20. During 1861, all of Robert
lﬂd 'E. Lee’s activities in camp were con
d on | fined to West Virginia, the rest of
ral | the time being spent &t Richmond.

3M‘sr- At Clarksburg was another West
¥arm | Virginia lawyer who was willing to
:f, the | advise the war depart‘,ment from nhe
& Mill- | federal side. John 8. Carlile on Au
'f‘ L th gust 15, 1861, wrote to Simeon Csm
h | eron, secretary of war, for God’s
ﬂ_w sake to send more troops and a ¢en-
..; ..# - leral to command them or they would
of the | be whipped in ten days. That four
“ te- | confederate armies were marching

'0 on the northwest by Mingo Flats,

.;.‘_a. =

1“, {not guarded. Here was the original

/‘iﬁ Wh about in the World War.

? d not belng guarded for the Klk-
r tort was there for that very
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3 about this time another de-|precari
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hacker. By a letter dated|of the:
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portea navihg =HKillel 1iveen |
s bne | secessionists and wounded as many
"-‘1: | | more. And they learned that a gen |
| w@ eral adyance was to take place that
e e g,y and they fell back with the news.
(l it is now seen that Lee made a
|general order to advance dated Sep
| ;1,!:;; . 9.
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""‘n*w in the night time to the
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and that after much suffering and
many hardships they came straggling
le back, defeated, weary and dic:umr
0l “.. aged. In studying the evidence that
é[ s left of the Elkwater affair, I have
!, found outi something more about that
Most legion. They attempted to go
‘ %hrough the wilderness on the night
| the 11th of September. None of
@ pickets or sentinels of the federal
C p on the mountain knew that any
m , " movement was taking place.
'is conclusive that they did not
e And

f thre regiments which had passed
the camp and gotten to the pike
@ rear, for early that morning,
126h, three army wagons started
Cheat Summit for supplies, and
led ;0 the confederate army
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the’ the 12th, bhree Army wagons started
from ( ‘heat Summit for supplies, and
Kwa- | they rolled into the confederate army |
enth H about a mile west of the encampment
@ &t | and were captured. The number of
1 to|confederate soldiers on the pike west
' the h and in the rear of the confederates
heat | were estimated by the federal officers
aton | to be twenty-five hundred men. They
this | took the horses and men and dlsap

ons- | peared in thick forest.

rom| FErom this time on the skirmlshlng
Ul | in the big forests of Cheat assumed
aler | the character of Indian iighting.
led | [ ater in  the day a company of In-
m diana troops caught sight of some
SWO | sonfederates four miles west of the
*gf_ Y| camp at the summit and had a battle
jh! with them, the federal troops remain
i‘ e y in the road and the confederates

3 ppen.ring in the timber.

«th now appears thab these Indiana
oops had been camped in the dense
DI 7"- s for full two months and the
tive mm'n‘ soldiers had nothing
‘than to become thor-
jed with the wonders —
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Later in the day a compan} of In-|
diana troops caught sight of some
confederates four miles west of the
camp at the summit and had a battle
3 COV* | with them, the federal troops remain |
h ing in the road and the confederates
D _OT' | qisappearing in the timber.

BTf: 1t now appears that these Indiana

sthe troops had been camped in the dense
owed spruce for full two months and the
Sixth active young soldiers had nothing
plan better todo than to become thor-

o
w {oughly acquainted with the wonders | ==

il led
short
e two
nd by

jof such a wilderness. Few of them
‘had ever seen a mountain or a forest
’Uf any great extent before. They had
med in the mountains hunting
ﬂshing and having as good a time
'_ they could under the circum-
ances, and in the battle in the
"Tfj’j shey had the soldiers who had
m Arkansas and other south-
s at 8 grnﬁ disadvantage.
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